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river corridor lands and the recreational ac-
tivities associated with the river. In addition,
the corridor includes a significant acreage of
private lands that can be most effectively
managed through local land-use controls and
landowner participation. Landowners are
particularly concerned that Federal adminis-
tration would impact management and use
of their private lands. I believe that the Sec-
retary’s recommendation provides for protec-
tion of the river’s natural values, while main-
taining control at the local level.

Pyramid Peak:

The third report addresses the Pyramid
Peak Planning Area in the San Bernardino
National Forest in California. The Congress
directed that this area be studied as a poten-
tial Wilderness Area in the California Wilder-
ness Act of 1984. The suitability of this area
for inclusion in the National Wilderness
Preservation System was analyzed in the San
Bernardino National Forest Plan, which was
implemented in 1989. The Forest Plan deci-
sion was to allocate this area to a manage-
ment prescription that emphasizes non-
motorized, dispersed recreation manage-
ment, essentially maintaining the area in an
undeveloped state. This management direc-
tion has advantages over wilderness designa-
tion because it provides for development of
habitat improvement projects, both for the
bighorn sheep and other wildlife species in
the area. Nonwilderness management will
also allow treatment of vegetation to enhance
resources such as water yield and to reduce
fuel accumulations. I support the Secretary’s
recommendation and request that the Pyra-
mid Peak Planning Area be released from
further consideration for wilderness designa-
tion.

Transmittal of these recommendations to
the Congress fulfills the requirements of sec-
tion 5(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
and section 102 of the California Wilderness
Act of 1984. I urge the Congress to pass legis-
lation designating the Red River as a compo-
nent of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. I also request that the Congress take
no action at this time to designate the
Greenbrier River as a Wild and Scenic River
or include the Pyramid Peak Planning Area

in the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem.

Sincerely,

George Bush

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen-
ate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on Colorado Public Lands
Wilderness
January 7, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to submit for congressional

consideration and passage the ‘‘Colorado
Public Lands Wilderness Act’’.

The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), directs the Secretary of the Interior
to review the wilderness potential of the pub-
lic lands.

The review of the areas identified in Colo-
rado began immediately after the enactment
of FLPMA and has now been completed. Ap-
proximately 771,822 acres of public lands in
54 areas in Colorado met the minimum wil-
derness criteria and were designated as wil-
derness study areas (WSAs). These WSAs
were studied and analyzed during the review
process and the results documented in eight
environmental impact statements and five in-
stant study area reports. The wilderness stud-
ies and reviews have now been completed
except for four areas that are contiguous to
the Sangre de Cristo Study Area adminis-
tered by the U.S. Forest Service and were
studied under section 202 of FLPMA. They
will remain under wilderness review pending
resolution of the Sangre de Cristo study.

Based on the studies and reviews of the
WSAs, the Secretary of the Interior rec-
ommends that all or part of 20 of the WSAs,
totaling 395,792 acres of public lands, be des-
ignated as part of the National Wilderness
Preservation System.

I concur with the Secretary of the Interi-
or’s recommendations and am pleased to rec-
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ommend designation of the 18 areas (395,792
acres) identified in the enclosed bill as addi-
tions to the National Wilderness Preservation
System.

The proposed additions represent the di-
versity of wilderness values in the State of
Colorado. These range from the 14,000-foot
Redcloud Peak to the canyons of the Dolo-
res, Gunnison, and Yampa Rivers, to the 13
natural arches of the Black Ridge Canyons.
These areas span a wide variety of Colorado
landforms, ecosystems, and other natural sys-
tems and features. Their inclusion in the wil-
derness system will improve the geographic
distribution of wilderness areas in Colorado,
and will complement existing areas of con-
gressionally designated wilderness. They will
provide new and outstanding opportunities
for solitude and unconfined recreation.

The enclosed draft legislation provides
that designation as wilderness shall not con-
stitute a reservation of water or water rights
for wilderness purposes. This is consistent
with the fact that the Congress did not estab-
lish a Federal reserved water right for wilder-
ness purposes. The Administration has estab-
lished the policy that, where it is necessary
to obtain water rights for wilderness purposes
in a specific wilderness area, water rights
would be sought from the State by filing
under State water laws. Furthermore, it is
the policy of the Administration that the des-
ignation of wilderness areas should not inter-
fere with the use of water rights, State water
administration, or the use of a State’s inter-
state water allocation.

The draft legislation also provides for ac-
cess to wilderness areas by Indian people for
traditional cultural and religious purposes.
Access by the general public may be limited
in order to protect the privacy of religious
cultural activities taking place in specific wil-
derness areas. In addition, to the fullest ex-
tent practicable, the Department of the Inte-
rior will coordinate with the Department of
Defense to minimize the impact of any over-
flights during these religious cultural activi-
ties.

I further concur with the Secretary of the
Interior that all or part of 46 of the WSAs
encompassing 376,030 acres are not suitable
for preservation as wilderness.

Also enclosed are a letter and report from
the Secretary of the Interior concerning the
WSAs discussed above and a section-by-sec-
tion analysis of the draft legislation. I urge
the Congress to act expeditiously and favor-
ably on the proposed legislation so that the
natural resources of these WSAs in Colorado
may be protected and preserved.

Sincerely,

George Bush

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen-
ate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on Montana Public Lands Wilderness
January 7, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to submit for congressional

consideration and passage the ‘‘Montana
Public Lands Wilderness Act’’.

The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), directs the Secretary of the Interior
to review the wilderness potential of the pub-
lic lands.

The review of the areas identified in Mon-
tana began immediately after the enactment
of FLPMA and has now been completed. Ap-
proximately 470,443 acres of public lands in
46 areas in Montana met the minimum wil-
derness criteria and were designated as wil-
derness study areas (WSAs). Six WSAs con-
taining 17,880 acres were subsequently re-
leased from further wilderness review
through the Bureau of Land Management’s
land use planning process, and four other
small areas containing approximately 5,236
acres will be studied in future land use plans
and are not included in the recommenda-
tions. The remaining 36 areas were studied
and analyzed during the review process and
the results documented in nine environ-
mental impact statements and two instant
study area reports.

Based on the studies and reviews of the
WSAs, the Secretary of the Interior rec-
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